The expression of transferrin mRNA in the salivary glands and other tissues of baboons.
In order to determine whether all the extrinsic salivary glands synthesize transferrin mRNA, the polyadenylated ribonucleic acids [poly(A)+ RNAs] from parotid, submandibular, and sublingual glands, liver, midbrain, testis, spleen, heart, kidney, and the mucosae of oesophagus and stomach from adult male baboons were analysed, using oligo(dT)-cellulose chromatography, agarose gel electrophoresis, followed by transfer of the mRNAs to nitrocellulose filters and identification with transferrin and tubulin cDNA probes. Transferrin and tubulin mRNAs were visualized by autoradiography and analysed by measuring specific activity from beta emitting nuclides following transfer to nitrocellulose filters and hybridizing with [alpha-32P]-labelled human transferrin and tubulin cDNA probes. The results indicate that transferrin mRNA is present in all the extrinsic salivary glands (submandibular, sublingual, parotid) of baboons.